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The Curious Map Book

ASHLEY BAYNTON-WILLIAMS

Since that ancient day when the first human drew a line connecting Point A to Point
B, maps have been understood as one of the most essential tools of communication.
Despite differences in language, appearance, or culture, maps are universal touchstones

in human civilization.

Over the centuries, maps have served many varied purposes; far from mere guides for
reaching a destination, they are unique artistic forms, aides in planning commercial
routes, literary devices for illuminating a story. Accuracy—or inaccuracyof maps has
been the make-or-break factor in countless military battles throughout history. They
have graced the walls of homes, bringing prestige and elegance to their owners. They
track the mountains, oceans, and stars of our existence. Maps help us make sense of
our worlds both real and imaginary—they bring order to the seeming chaos of our

surroundings.

With 7he Curious Map Book, Ashley Baynton-Williams gathers an amazing, chrono-
logically ordered variety of cartographic gems, mainly from the vast collection of the
British Library. He has unearthed a wide array of the whimsical and fantastic, from
maps of board games to political ones, maps of the Holy Land to maps of the human
soul. In his illuminating introduction, Baynton-Williams also identifies and expounds
upon key themes of map production, peculiar styles, and the commerce and collection
of unique maps. This incredible volume offers a wealth of gorgeous illustrations for

anyone who is cartographically curious.

Ashley Baynton-Williams is an antiquarian map dealer and researcher based in

London and the author of several books.

8% x 11, 224 pages, 100 color plates For a review copy or other publicity To place orders in the United States
) inquiries, please contact: Kristen or Canada, please contact your local
112 LR DAL P AT o Raddatz, Promotions Manager, University of Chicago Press sales
Publication Date: October 2015 University of Chicago Press, representative or contact the
1427 East 60" St, Chicago IL 60637. University of Chicago Press by
Copublished with British Library Email: kraddatz@ uchicago.edu; phone at 1-800-621-2736 or by
Cloth $45.00 £31.50 Telephone: 773-702-1964; fax at 1-800-621-8476.

Fax: 773-702-9756.
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